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December 18, 2013

The Honorable Charles T. Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Hagel:

The committee recently received reports about complaints concerning Christmas nativity
scene displays at Shaw Air Force Base and at Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 1 believe
these complaints are the direct result of the failure of the Department of Defense to promulgate
directives concerning the protection and accommodation of religious expression. The absence of
this important guidance that is required by section 533 of the Fiscal Year 2013 National Defense
Authorization Act means that service members and installation commanders alike are
uninformed of the current Department policies to accommodate religious beliefs, conscience, and
expression. They are uninformed as to what is and what is not permissible.

While the recent reports are about Christmas displays, throughout the year the committee
has continued to receive reports of demands by advocacy groups calling on military installation
commanders to remove any symbols that those advocates believe represent official endorsement
of religious belief. The clear message in section 533(c) of the fiscal year 2013 National Defense
Authorization Act was that the Secretary of Defense must issue regulations to implement these
important protections for religious belief and expression provided in the law.

As such, I request an immediate update on the current status of the Department of
Defense regulations concerning religious expression as well as the guidance, if any, that has been
provided to protect religious expression in the interim period.

I look forward to working with your staff on this matter.

Sincerely,

Feecrlakts

James M. Inhofe
Ranking Member




